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doubtful reactions to the Roosevelt Corollary in Latin
America.14 From the standpoint of the United States,
therefore, plans for the meeting had to be very carefully
prepared. A close study of the proceedings leads to the
conclusion that the North American republic successfully
employed an old strategy familiar both to domestic and
international politics: If it's not possible to beat down a
movement carrying unfavorable portents, then by all
means join it, obtain direction of it, and divert it as much
as possible.
Luis Drago had originally intended his idea of the total
inadmissibiHty of force in collection of international debts
to be a rule of Western Hemisphere policy and not of the
general Law of Nations.15 He had refused to attend the
Rio Conference because of the general movement spear-
headed by his own Argentina to get the oncoming congress
at The Hague to adopt it into International Law. The feel-
ing of most of the Latin conferees at Rio was that the best
protection for their states would lie in persuading the
world body at The Hague to accept this principle of abso-
lute nonintervention. As part of the Law of Nations it
would be much more of a safeguard than a mere policy of
the Inter-American System which might be dominated by
the "Colossus of the North."
The United States followed a cautious policy during all
of the sessions, with emphasis on the spirit of good will
and cooperation.16 Elihu Root, the first Secretary of State
to visit South America, was present at the opening of the
conference to deliver an address which praised the tradi-
tional concept of sovereign independence so dear to the
Latin American heart, and took a tone of firm friendship
toward all the participating republics. Perhaps the high
point of his speech was an assertion that the Pan American
movement should remain nonpolitical in fundamental